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HE queſtion of Regency has for 
princip 


tion o 


| of the whole people of England. 
Hiſtory has been inveſtigated, precedents 


| have been adduced, and principles have 
been adopted ; but hiſtory perplexes us, 


precedents contradict one another, and 
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lone can be our guide. That 
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queſt 


1 


In conſtitut 
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18 Our 
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Let us conſult it. 


| 6 A SHORT VIEW OF 

The Conſtitution is, according to Lord 
Bolingbroke, the aſſemblage of laws, inſti- 
 tutions, and cuſtoms, derived from certain 
fixed principles of reaſon, directed to certain 
e objetts of public good, that compoſe the 


general ſyſtem, according to which the com- 


e 


—— — . K > —ooqn em 1— . —%¾ʃ * 


| munity hath agreed to be governed *. *, 
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l The Engliſh form of government con- 
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ii : ſiſts of three eſtates, King, Lords, and 


Commons. If the Conſtitution | be the 
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; aſſemblage of laws, inſtitutions, and cuſ- 
1 toms, by which we have agreed to be 5 
| MM governed, the very chief. and pr incipal in 
the ſyſtem muſt regulate the mutual re- 
lation of the three eſtates, ſince the three 


DPS. This definition comprehends too much, As it 


88 however, the eſſential parts of the Con- 
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as Houſe of Commons re- 


Whatever then is the law of 
places Houſe of Commons, and Houſe of 


theſe eſtates, is the law of the Conſtitu- 


de a corpora 
be put upon a level with the other two 


eſtates, 
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never vacant. 
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OF THE KING, 
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For 
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ſts, pſo facto, in the heir of the 
crown; and to mark that he never does 
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eſtates - repre 
Let us conſider them, 


THE PRESENT: GREAT QUESTION, 
is a maxim 


ie, ſuch deceaſe is termed a demiſe, which . 


ing was ma 


It 
never dies. 
Throne 


upon the deceaſe of a King, his royal dig- 
nity ve 
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d 
ſignifies a transfer of property. And the 


tion. 
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Lads ſucceeds Houſe of Linde, ſo it was 
neceſſary that one King ſhould ſucceed 
another. As the King was ſole, it was 


gate eſtates, and bar them from the you 
bility of ever creating him. 


they are hereditary and conſequently inde- | 
| pendent. 


neceſſary to fortif⸗ him againſt the aggre- 


This eſtate, therefore, is /e/f-creative. 


OF THE LORDS. 


The fame features of independence 
diſtinguiſh all the eſtates. The King 
cannot elect the Commons, nor the Com- 
mons ap point the King; becauſe if either 
did, the other would become dependent. 
But the King can create peers, becauſe 
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As the King demiſes once in twenty or 
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for though 


the mortality of man, 
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election of their own order. 
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Theſe eſtates are CO-EFFICIENT.. No 
two of them can make a law Without the 
conſent of the third. 


Theſe eſtates are INDEPENDENT, No 
two of them can create a third ; for they 
are either ſelf-crea tive or permanent, 


The law of theſe eſtates | then is, that 
they are IMMORT AL, CO-EFFICIEN T, and 

INDEPENDENT. But the law of theſe 
eſtates is the law. of the Conſtitution ; 

therefore that theſe eſtates are IMMORTAL, 
CO-EFFICIENT, and INDEPENDENT, is 
the law of the Conſtitution. 


And it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe that it 
| ſhould be ſo. The principle of every form 
of government, ſhould. be to preſerve itſelf. 
No, if any two of _ eſtates could make 
6 law 
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infancy, 


* 


FP es 


— 


aboliſh: or annihilate that third, in order to 
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derſtanding, he might become infirm in his 


mind. 
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| It 18 therefore very wiſely 
caſes of abſence of perſon, 
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He might be abſent in perſon; 
law he was held of ſound un- 


though, in law / he could not be a minor, 
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natural 


After all the law could do to fortify the 


create the third, it is impoſſible the Con- 
King againſt the Lords and Commons, he 
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provided, as far as human proviſion can 
to many accidents from which they were 


ſtitution could laſt long; for they would 
go, that the eſtates ſhould be mutually and 


a aw without the conſent of the third, or 


eternally independent. 


exempt. 


remained ſole, and they aggregate. 


acquire power. 
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infancy, or infra of mind, does he de- 


miſe? 


A demiſe 18 the change of the Sovereign. 


As it implies that one Sovereign ceaſes to 


reign, and gives way to another, it ſhould 


be regulated by the capacity to govern. 


- On this principle, idiots and lunatics are : 
fr equently excluded from the ſucceſſion by 


ſpecial acts: for as they are not able, fo 


they are not allowed to govern at all. 


But from whatever cauſe the incapacity : 


proceed, that incapacity ought to be per- 


manent, before it can point at a demiſe. 


The Sovereign, therefore, could never any 


_ wiſe demiſe by infancy, becauſe he will 
one day be qualified to govern. Far leſs 


by abſence of perſon ; for if he leave the 
Kingdom, he will | ſpeedily return ; except 


be 


—— —— —„— 


f 


he withdraw himſelf from the ' throne, | | HEY 
as did James the Second, and demiſe, by vi 
leaving it vacant. Reſpecting infirmity of 15 


mind, there is greater difficulty; becauſe, 


if that infirmity be declared incurable, Wl | | 9 q 
there is the ſame reaſon to ſet aſide the 1 
reigning Sovereign, as to exclude an incapa- 
ble perſon by a ſpecial bill. But that is 
not law, as the law ſtands, nor can it be, 
till an act ſhall declare, that the infirmity 
being eſtabliſhed by proper teſtimony, in- 
curable, the Crown devolves upon the i 
next heir. And it will be for the wiſdom 

of Parliament to determine, whether any 
King ſhould be diſpoſſeſſed of the Crown, 
after having once ſucceeded to it; for phy- 
ficians are fallible; and if the late Sove- 
reign ſhould recover, to deprive a King of 
bis Crown, and diſpoſſeſs a Regent of his 
authority, are two different thin gs. 
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In the feveral caſes, however, of abſence 


of perſon, infancy, and infirmity of ming, 
the Sovereign is equally incapable pro ten- 


pore. What is to be done? The King 


cannot demiſe—The kingdom muſt be 


governed The Crown cannot leave the 
; King's head—The Conſtitution demands a 
fubſtitute. The conſequence is inevitable. 


The firſt eſtate diſſolves into two parts; 
the Crown, and the Sovereign authority. 
The Crown remains upon the King's 
head; the Sovereign authority veſts in a 
Regent. 


But who is that Regent? Have the 


Houſes of Parliament the right of ap- 
pointing him ?—This queſtion muſt be 


reſolved by * is a Re- 


gent? 
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diſtinct 
inſur- 
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—eternally independent—ſeparated from 


one another by an 
mountable b 


He is the 


royal eſtate the Sovereign authority. 
and 
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Will they take the eſſence, 


and ſpare the form ? 
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firſt eſtate. He ſhould poſſeſs the autho- 
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Will they rob the 
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is the repreſentative of the 
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gent 


in the ſame relation to the other 
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eſtates. 


two eſtates can create a third. 


capacity of that eſtate ; and he ſhould 


It is impoſſible to conceive how the 
ill they touch the Sceptre, and not 


Houſes of Parliament can have the right 
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ſubſtance, and leave the ſhell of the building? 


—No.—The eſtates are eternall 


the Crown ? 
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of appointing this officer. 
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( 


The Conſtitution is above law. The 
foundation is ſtronger than the ſuper- 
ſtructure. If an Act of Parliament paſſed, 
enabling the Houſe of Commons to ſit for 
ever, and (to uſe the language of Caligula), 
beheading the whole people at one blow, 
would, or ought that law to be acquieſced 
inn it ought, this free ſtate is a de- 
teſtable tyranny ; if i it ought not, the Con- 
ſtitution is above law. But if a ſingle 
act forbade the Houſes of Parliament to 
appoint a Regent, they would be barred 
from doing it. How much more are they 
barred now, when a far greater power, 2 
power above all law, all things, infinite and 
abſolute, ſtares them in the face, and defie 
them? 


So far is the right of appointing founded 
in the Conſtitution. Let us reſort to ſingle 
laws. 


Does 
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He anſwers, 
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tion. 


ituting 


But if a ſtatute did exiſt, conſt 
the two Houſes ſupreme, the vali ity of 


that ſtatute ought to be diſputed. 
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The: common law comes next. Lord 
Coke declares, in expreſs terms, the office 
of Regent unknown to the common law, 


= Where then is the ſanction, authorizing 
the Houſes of Parliament to claim ſuch : a 
right! 5 


The Houſes of Parliament never poſ- 
ſeſſed the right of appointing a Regent; 
they aſſumed the power. All power aſ- 
ſumed, without the authority of law, is 
uſurped. Why was the power which 
Charles arrogated of levying ſhip-money an 
uſurpation ? Becauſe no law authoriſed him 
ſo to do. Why was the power which the 
Houſes of Parliament aſſumed, of appoint- 
ing a Regent, an uſurpation ? Becauſe no 
law gave them ſuch a power. It was as 
much an uſurpation in one caſe, as in the 

other; 
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other; and the ſubje&t had an equal title 
to reſiſt. Man gives up his natural liberty, 
to be governed by law, and when he is go- 
verned otherwiſe, he has a right to reſume 
it. Whoever aſſerts the contrary, main- 


tains the doctrine of paſſive obedience and 
non- reſiſtance. 


No reſiſtance, however, was made. A 
citizen ſinks ſpeculative right in the wel- 
fare of the community. The nation was 

in diſtreſs, and happy to be relieved, while 
the Houſes naming a Regent, was the beſt 
way to avoid confuſion. But the Houſes 
could not appoint in their Parliamentary 
capacity; they named as the leading men 
in the nation. They were driven to inter- 
fere by the ſame neceſſity which compelled 
the Earl of Pembroke. In very trouble- 
ſome times, he aſſumed the Regency of 
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A SHORT VIEW OF | 
Henry the Third. And how did they in- 
terfere? They appointed Governors and 
Guardians, fettered with Councils, &c. 
proclaimin g to the nation, in every poſſible 
way, that they were enabling it to be 
governed, not appointing who was to 


rule it. 


It is then manifeſt, that the Houſes of 
Parliament have not the right of appoint- 
ing a Regent. Who can appoint him? 
No power in the univerſe. The royal 
eſtate diſſolves. The Crown continues on 


the King's head; the Sovereign authority 
paſſes from him. Where can it go? The 
Houſes of Parliament can appoint no one 
man in the kingdom to receive it. It takes 
the courſe of deſcent, and veſts in the per- 
ſon of the HE IR APPARENT, or PRE- 
SUMPTIVE, to the o]. I. 
Hcre 
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Here then are two co-efficient perſons— 
the one wearing the Crown, the other 
wielding the Sceptre; the one reigning, 


the other ruling ; equally worthy in their 
blood, equally. illuſtrious in their deſcent, 
equally royal in their race, making and 
compoſing the one eſtate—Kino. — 


And the principle, that in caſes of inca- 
pacity, the royal eſtate diſſolves, holds true, 


of all the incapacities it can ſuffer. In ab- 


ſence of perſon, in infancy, in infirmity of 
mind. If the Sovereign be incapable of 
governing, does it import the nation, from 
what cauſe the incapacity ariſe ? Abſence 
of body and mind, are equivalent ; the 
neceſſity is parallel ; his place muſt be ſup- 
plied ; his authority muſt paſs from him; 
the eſtate muſt diſſolve. Ne 
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In the caſe of abſence of perſon, when 
the Sovereign prepares to leave the king- 
dom, he delegates the royal authority to 
whomſoever he ſhall pleaſe to depute. And 
| he is rather ſuffered to depute, becauſe his 
abſence will be momentary, than autho- 
rized to appoint. In caſes of infancy, or 
infirmity of mind, that authority veſts in 
the Heir Apparent, or Preſumptive, and 
travels through the Heirs to the Crown, 
before Governors can be appointed to the 
infant or infirm King. The Heirs have a 
7 right ; the Governors have none ; and the 


royal eſtate ought to be ſupplied from its 
own blood. = 


Nor let it be objected to this rule of 
ſucceſſion, that Governors muſt ſometimes 
be appointed. That is not the fault of 
the rule, it is the effect of neceſſity ; and 


whoever 
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' whoever rejects a principle becauſe it can- 


not always be followed, declares , that be- 
| cauſe he cannot be as right as he would, 
he will be as wrong as he can. 


Let it be ſuppoſed that the Houſes ap- 
pointed where an Heir Apparent actually 
exiſted. If they paſſed by * Him, they 
would, in all probability, appoint ＋ ſe- 
veral Regents; becauſe, they would fay, 
the Sovereign authority is too great for any 
one common ſubject to poſſeſs. 
it would happen, as it always does, when 
men act in contradiction to obvious prin- 
ciples. 
to another. The Conſtitution demands a 


* 
At this time it Was not known whether the 
Prince of Wales would be Regent or not, 


＋ A Joint 8 Was 3 


And here 


One abſurdity would drive them 
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ſole executive power. As they ſinned 


againſt it, firſt in appointing Regents at 


all, ſo they would ſin _ in appointing 
ſeveral. 


Nor would this be all. A joint Re- 
gency would violate the ſpirit as much as 
it would contradict the letter of the Con- 

ſtitution. The King can do no wrong— 
Miniſters are reſponſible. | Tf meaſures are 
condemned, they are puniſhed. This ex- 
pedient was deviſed to fave the Sovereign : 
from the neceſſity of defending his con- 
duct, and of coming to a conteſt with the 

nation; to preſerve the dignity of the 
crown, and guard the liberties of the 
people. But what would be the conſe- 
quence if regents were, as they would be, 
Miniſters? How would the dignity of the 
Crown be preſerved ? It would be de- 
graded, 
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rraded, proſtituted and inſulted every day 


in the animoſity of debate. How would 
the liberties of the people be guarded ? The 


Regent Miniſters would ſtrain every muſcle 
of the executive power to maintain them- 
ſelves in their poſt, and every change of 


adminiſtration would be a convulſion i in the 


government. 


After all, if we ſhould trample on the 


Conſtitution, what ſhould we gain by the 


outrage ? One advantage of a monarchy, 


and a great one, is, that the Sovereign, re- 


moved at a diſtance from the people, feels 


not the influence of their paſſions. He 


partakes not their quarrels, he has no 


pique to indulge, no reſentment to gratify. 
Exalted to an immenſe heighth above his 
ſubjects, he contemplates them as from a 
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26. A SHORT VIEW OF 


CO OY Or Mo Ty ny aaa 
planet, and ſees them move without diſ- 
cerning their motions. Would this be the 

caſe with Regent Miniſtere !—No.— 
Where they were reſiſted, they would 
hate; ; where they hated, they would per- 
ſecute. Inſtead of ſurveying the conteſt 
from . they would dart into the hotteſt 
of the combat, and we ſhould ſee all the 
diabolical paſſions of man, inſtead of be- 
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ing blunted in their operation, exaſperated 


into ten- fold fury. 


This 1 is an awful moment; it is the cen- 

5 tenary of the Revolution. The patriotiſm 
of all ſhould be renewed. Zeal ſhould be- 
come enthuſiaſm. The people ſhould love 
the Conſtitution with ten- fold affection, 
and Members of Parliament ſhould devote 
themſelves with ten- fold piety to preſerve 
it. 
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Let power then flow in the channels 


which have been allotted to it. 


it. We have no excuſe for wander 
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political work written by Mr. Edmund Burke, upon 


the ſubject of the French Revolution, in which all 


government was founded upon itſelf and the natural 


rights of man formally attacked. 
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WHIGS AND TORIES. 


divine ght of kings, and conſequently no 
occaſion for that doctrine being oppoſed. 


It is now exploded. Exploded, however, 
as it is, it has left dregs behind it; and 


though none are abſurd enough to main- 


tain divine right, there are ſome fooliſh 


enough to favour arbitrary power. A 
Tory, therefore, now means one who fa- 
yours ſuch power, and a Whig one Who 


ſupports the natural rights of man. 


| Many 8 that there are no fich : 
rights. The worſt men affect to deſpiſe 
them, and the beſt are too apt to treat 
them as remote.—But they are not remote 
—they are as immediate as the air we 
| breathe, and upon a due ſenſe of them, 


every thin 8 that is free, juſt, or noble is 


bounded. 


WHIGS AND TORIES. 


If theſe 3 be ſo 9" 5g ad not- 


withſtandin g are ſo little known, would it | 


not be proper to examine them ? To ex- 


plain what is difficult, to open what i 1s in- 


volved, to elucidate what is obſcure—In 


ort, to bring this ſubject home to men's 
boſoms, and to make what i is clearly con- 


ceived by for, felt 1 all? 


| The beſt | rt to. e the natural 
lights of man, is to refer to him in a ſtate 


af nature. There certainly was a time 
when he exiſted in that ſtate, unleſs we 
ſuppoſe that government dropped upon 
him from the clouds, When he was, 


or how long he remained in it, we cannot 
tell; but common ſenſe compels us to 


„ that in that ſtate he muſt have 
been ſome time. or another. 
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If, then, all men were once in a ſtate of 
hature, I will aſk, what right any man 


had in ſuch a ſtate to controul another ? ” 


If any had fuch a right, they muſt have 
founded it upon ſome charter derived from 


heaven, authorizing them to govern the reſt 
8 the world. We do not, however, know 


of any ſuch charter. We have, indeed, 


heard of a certain oil which the Jews 


poured upon the heads of their kings, and N 
to which they aſcribed the virtue of con- 


5 ferring an eternal right to govern ; but this 


notion is conſidered as Jewiſh, and en- 


tirely exploded. That we may, however, 
finiſh this part of the ſubject, to ſuppoſe 
ſuch a charter as we talk of, or to main- 


tain the virtues of holy Oil, is to revive the 


ideas of divine right, and the Lord's 
anointed, with the champions of which we 
do not preſume to contend. 


But 


WHIGS AND TORIES, | 


But thoſe who diſpute the nature! rights | 
of man, wave the doctrine of divine right 
They do not pretend to ſay that any one 
ever received a right to govern from heaven, 
but they talk of a certain ſubordination i in 

ſociety. What that ſubordination is, we 
ſhall ſee afterwards ; in the mean time let 
us wave with them, the idea of divine 
right and return to the old ground. 


It no man had a right to controul an- 
other in a ſtate of nature, every man had a 
right to be free. Men, however, were not 
perfect beings; they had vices and paſſions, 
and theſe vices and paſſions produced miſ- 
chievous effects in ſociety. The ſtrong 
oppreſſed the weak —As every man was 
 lable to become the weaker, and conſe- 
quently to be oppreſſed in his turn, all be- 

gan to conſider how they might provide 


for 
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for their ſecurity. They deviſed the expe- 
dient of chuſing ſome one perſon or per- 
ſons to rule them, whoſe power they ſhould 

all ſupport, and whoſe power ſo ſupported 

ſhould be ſufficient to reſtrain oppreſſion. 


In other words they thought of govern - 
ment. . | 


Now as all were born free, before any 
one man could be entitled to rule the reſt, 
they muſt have given him a right ſo to do. 

The queſtion i is, how that right was given. 
Did they confer it ſimply and abſolutely 


without any qualification or condition 
whatſoever ? If fo, they muſt have talked 
a very ſtrange language 1 muſt 
« You have 


* no right to govern us, nevertheleſs we 
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have ſaid to their rulers 
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WHIOS AND TORIES, 


« abuſe your power, and inftead of pro- 


« tecting us, become yourſelf our greateſt 
e oppreſlor, v we will not depoſe you, there- 


« fore do as you pleaſe.” I truſt this lan- | 
guage is too ridiculous to be liſtened to for 


a moment. T here is then but one con- 
cluſion upon the ſubject, viz. that power 


« was given on condition that it ſhould not © 
be abuſed, and that when it is, it may be 


« recalled.” 


This is the original contract * of which 
we have heard ſo much, the great agree- 


ment between the governing and the go- 
verned. But granting that there had been 
no ſuch a greement, and that the People had 


bs By contract is only meant, a mutual underſtand- 
5 ing that power ſhould not be abuſed—the diſtribu- 
tion of it may be altered at any time e by the people. 
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given away their power ever ſo ſimply, and 
ever ſo abſolutely, can we ſuppoſe that they 
had a right to enſlave their poſterity ? 
That they could impoſe an eternal yoke 
upon their necks, and ſubtmit them unlimit- 
edly to their rulers? What a ſtrange crea- 
ture is man! T heſe advocates for power 
would heſitate to incloſe a common for fear 
of injurin 4 poſterity, and yet would they 
ſurrender at once all the rights of man- 


kind, in ſettling the property of the world! 


But then ſay our adverfaries, who are to 
be the judges, when power is abuſed—the 
people ?—Certainly—Who ought to be the 
judges—the oppreſſors or the oppreſſed ? 
Tf our rulers were to determine when they 
wronged us, I am afraid we could expect 
leaſt candour from them where we required 
it moſt—They would hardly be brought 


— K — 


n 
e 


41 


' WHIGS AND TORIES. 


to acknowledge their errors. The Retna 
Emperors themſelves, after all the blood 
they ſhed, and all the enormities they com- 
| mitted, never called upon their ſabj jects to 
depoſe them. _ 


And the people will be the judges. They 
have a right to recal power conſtantly reſid- 
ing in them, which they will aſſert as 

often as they ſee occaſion. Thoſe, there- 
| fore, miſtake the matter much, who conſi- 


der the Revolution as an accident, or a de- 
viation from general principles —It was no 
more an accident than an eclipſe It was 
an effect produced by rational cauſes We 
need not recommend it as an example 
Whenever the liberties of mankind are con- 


fined in the ſame manner, they will again 
burſt with the ſame exploſion. 
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Nor let it be mt that the people 


l will reſiſt on trivial occaſions. From vari- 
ous cauſes they are averſe to revolutions, and 
the experience of mankind juſtifies us in 
aſſerting that they yy bear too much. 


The 0 ppoſers of natural rights will Geaſs 

to obſerve, that we have now found one—a 

natural, inherent, eternal, unalienable right 

to recal power when abuſed. | Whoever 
| denies it is guilty of high treaſon ; for the 

right of the people to expel James the 

ſecond, is the right of * preſent Majeſty 
to the throne.. 


This i IS the 1 e that formerly di- 
vided the kingdom into Whigs and Tories 


— This is the famous right that bred all the 
diſputes about divine right, paſſive obedi- 


ence, and non- reſiſtance. The diſputes have 
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Every man thinks that he ought to be 


free in his perſon. 
Every man thinks that he ought to be 


maſter of his property. 
Every man thinks that he ought to be 


free in h 
Every man thinks that he has a right to 


do what is not 


And this right is nothing elſe than a ge- 


neral right to liberty. 


ſubſided with the cauſes that gave riſe to 
various 


them, but the right ſtill remains. 


is a 


the people. 


— . 
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And yet is there no law giving a man any 
of theſe freedoms. The oppoſers of natu- 
ral right will then pleaſe to tell us upon 
what elſe they can be founded. 


But the enemies of theſe rights would 
5 perha ps feel them, though they will not 
avow them. They would murmur, if they 
were reſtrained either in perſon, property, 
opinion, or general conduct. 


Theſe topics as af illuſtration. They 
have been always the ſubjects of abuſe, the 
great ſources of oppreſſion in civil and re- 


ligious liberty. 


Freedom of perſon is the firſt of natural 

rights. It affords a picture of liberty in its 
native ſimplicity. For this reaſon all fa- 
vages are fond of wandering, and become 
unhapry 
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unhap py when they a are fixed down t toa 
ſettled _ 


In thi early ages of the world, this right 
was little reſpected. Nations made war 
upon one another, and when they overcame, 


conqueſt was but another name for ſlavery. 


Who can read the ſtory of Seſoſtris, who 
was drawn in a chariot by four captive kings, 
without feeling for the rights of man? Who 
can hear of whole nations led into Ry 
without indignation ? | 4 


| 1 cauſe contributed to diminiſh 
perſonal freedom among the ancients. Moſt 
of their governments were abſolute mo- 
narchies, where every thing was ſubject to 
the will of the prince. There were, it is 
true, democracies alſo, but ſome of the de- 


mocracies 


. eas etna... 
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| | mocracies were as tyrannical as the mo- 
I narchies. What could be more cruel than 
the EO of the — at — 


The ſame u ene Sh the 
middle ages, and down to modern times. 
if The governments of Europe were, in gene- 
| | | | ral, abſolute, and conſequently prejudicial 
Wl! to liberty. 


England, during ſome time, followed the 
example of her neighbours. Her monarchs 
_ reigned in a very arbitrary manner. Men, 


however, aſſerted their liberties by degrees, 


and, among the reſt, their perſonal freedom. 
The perſon of the ſubject is one of the great 
holds upon which the battles for * 
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Let us now * a this 4 ſtands i in 
ſociety. On leaving a ſtate of nature, man 
| reſigned 
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reſigned his perſonal freedom along with his 


: other rights, to be modelled for the good of 


the community, but it was to be modelled 


by certain inſtitutions. He muſt, then, 


retain whatever is left by theſe inſtitutions, 


and on this principle I hold, that where a 
man is not bound by the laws of his coun- 
try, he i is as free at this moment, as ever he 
was in a ſtate of nature. 


This poſition is ſo obvious, that it hardly 
admits illuſtration. By what can a man be 
bound but by laws ? and if he can be bound 
by nothing elſe, muſt he not be as free 
where they do not confine him, as in any 
ſtate whatever ? 


And it is this very thing that makes the 
difference between arbitrary and limited 


power. Arbitrary power can do what it | 
pleaſes ; 5 
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| plette; ; limited, what is allowed iy the 
laws _ 


The digs then, of perſonal freedom 
that belongs to every man, is that which Is 
left him by the laws of his country. 
Where the laws reſtrain him, he i is bound, 
In all other caſes he is free. 


But our monarchs, during a conſiderable 
period, deſpiſed the laws, and impriſoned 
their ſubjects at diſcretion. Even after the 
darkneſs of the firſt ages was diſpelled, the . 
courts of Star Chamber, and High Com- 
miſhon exiſted. They might be called the 
temples of arbitrary power, where the laws 
never entered to protect, and the victims of 
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Theſe were ſoon aboliſhed. When power 
was reſtrained from violating the laws, its 
next reſource was to pervert them. In the 
reign of Charles the Second, thoſe who be- 


came obnoxious to the court, were im priſon- 


ed on ſuſpicion of certain crimes, and never 
brought to their trial, by which means, 
what was intended as a ſecurity for juſtice, 
was converted into an actual puniſhment. 
The law of Habeas Corpus was then paſſed, 
by which a priſoner muſt either be tried 
within a certain time, or diſcharged. 


Various are the laws of the ſame kind, 
which protect the perſon of the ſubject. 
Nor 1s it by laws alone that we provide for 
its ſecurity. We are perpetually watching 
our conſtitution, correcting abuſes, and 
checking the exceſſes of power. It is but 
lately we lo pped off General V. arrants, a 
H green 
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1 green and unexpected ſprout from the old 


ſtocks of Star Chamber and High Com- 


miſſion, ſuppoſed to be rotten long ago. 


Perſonal freedom is now eſtabliſhed in 


1 England, and the people conceive that they 


can be confined by no power but the laws. 


Sorry are we to ſay, that the caſe i is different 
in moſt other countries. There the will 
of the ſovereign is the ſupreme rule, and 


though men may define what liberty they 


ought to have, they can never tell what 
they actually poſſeſs. 5 


Nor is our property leſs dear than our 
perſons in ſociety. The freedom of both 


is equally n to erty: 


The right of property e in occu- 


pancy. When men were in a z ſtate of na- 
ture, 
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ture, the why objects of poleſnon v were the 
birds and beaſts of the field, and they be- 
came the property of the firſt occupant. 
A man was ſuppoſed to create a title to a 
thing, by the trouble he took to procure it. 


Labour, then, was originally the title to 
property, and remains ſo to this day. All 
property is bought with money, which i is 

the repreſentative of labour. When money 
is given for the purchaſe of an eſtate, it is 
only the exchange of labour in one ſhape, for 
labour in x another. 


But the generality. of mankind do not go 

to far back in their ideas, nor do they trouble 

themſelves about the principles upon which 

the right of property is founded. It is 

enough for them that a thing is their pro- 

perty ; they conſider it as ſubject to their 
H 2» dominion, 
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dominion, and hold; that no One elſe has 
any thing to do with it. 


It is accordingly a maxim in politics, 
that no man ſhould be taxed without his 

conſent given either by his own voice, or by 
that of his reprefentative. In this conſiſted 
the tyranny of the ancient ſtates, who com- 
pelled the nations they conquered to pay a 
tribute, in the impoſition of which the con- 
quered had no vote, and in this conſiſted 
our own tyranny in attempting to tax 


America. 


On the ſubje& of America it was ſaid, 
that many conſiderable places in this king- 
dom, which were not repreſented, paid 
taxes, ſuch as Leeds and Mancheſter, 
'Theſe places were repreſented i in the coun- 


ties to which they belonged; and ſup- 
. 
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poſing they: were not, Parlament had never 


taxed them excluſively, nor claimed a power 
of ſo doing: if they had, we ſhould ſoon 
have heard of it. But the ſhort queſtion 


upon the ſubje& is, ſhould we have liked 


the Americans to have treated us, as we 
treated them, and it is ſo ſhort a one, that it 


occaſioned a rebellion. 


1 the ſame e that'y we attempt=- 
ed to tax America, Charles the Firſt at- 
tempted to levy Ship Money, and with 
the ſame ſucceſs. The attempt was re- 


liſted. And this, perhaps, is the beſt 
criterion of natural rights, that the invaſion 


of e always produces a rebellion. 


The maxim that the people mould not 


be taxed without their own conſent, is, in 


truth, one of the * bulwarks of liberty : 
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1 WIS AND TORIES. 
take away that, and we loſe every degree of 
ſecurity. The demands of the ſovereign 


may increaſe till we are deprived of our 

poſſeſſions, and we may be reduced to the 

condition of the Turks, where the Grand 
Signor is ſole heir to all the Property in 

his dominions «e. 


How different is the ſituation of England! 


The benevolences which were formerly 


given to our ſovereigns are now at an end, 

and no contributions can be levied upon 

the people without the conſent of parlia- b 
ment; nor is the property of the ſubject leſs 
guarded in other reſpects, than in that of 
taxation. Nothing but of an act of parlia- 


ment can ge 2 man to part with his 


* When a ſubject dies in Turkey the Grand 1 Sig 
nor becomes his heir. 


property 
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property in this country, nor is that power 


ever exerted except in caſes of extreme 


exigency . 


Freedom of opinion is another right 


equally inſeparable from liberty. That a 


citizen ſhould be obliged to conceal his opi- 
nions, is one of the moſt dif; {graceful marks 
of WW 


Such, 1 is the ſituation of men in 
deſpotic governments. 5 pies are diſperſed 
among the people, whoſe buſineſs it is to 


watch private converſation, and to —_ it 


Fu As in that of the duke of Athol, who was 
obliged to give up the Iſle of Man to government, 
| becauſe it afforded a retreat for ſmugglers, but was 

amply indemnified. Or in that of landholders daily, 
who are forced to admit highways through their 


grounds for the accommodation of the public. 
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1 56 WHIGS: AND TORIES. 
to the tyrant, or his miniſter. Such was 
the practice in France, ſuch in Venice, and 
ſuch 1 in the Aſiatic governments. | 


In Spain they go a ſtep farther. In other 
countries men are allowed to entertain their 
opinions, providing they do not diſcloſe 
them 3 but in Spain theſe opinions are ex- 
plored in order to be made a ſubject of 
ig crimination. The inquifition is accord- 
| 4 ingly one of the moſt diabolical tribunals 
WI that ever appeared in the world. 


' Perſecution in matters of religion isequally 
unjuſt and abſurd. Unjuſt, becauſe every 
N man has a right to think for himſelf; and 
ih abfurd, becauſe no man has his belief in 


his own power. Accordingly wherever it 
has been adopted, it has produced an effect 


ec contrary: to what was intended. 
Nothing 
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Nothing is ſo favourable to liberty, as 
freedom of opinion upon all ſubjects; for 
this reaſon the liberty of the preſs has been 
always preſerved with the moſt watchful 
2 in this country. 


That freedom of opinion, however, is 
totally unknown in deſpotic governments, 
nor has it always flouriſhed in En gland. 
Before our conſtitution was eſtabliſhed on 
the baſis upon which it now ſtands, pro- 
ceedings were inſtituted in the courts of is 
Star Chamber and High Commiſion, which 0 Fn 
equally invaded the latitude of diſcourſe, the 5 
liberty of the preſs, and the privilege of 
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And now as to the right of doing what is 
not forbid by the laws 5 


* This is natural liberty in its pure ſtate. 


I There 


= —— 


1 _ 
2 = —— — = - 
2 = n 3 3 
— 5 3 = 
n - _ _ 
= - . EIT EEE =y 
© : — F — LOIN — | 
. - : 1 


£ 
EY — 
. — — 
— — Or — 
— — — 


md 

ao > r 
- — —— 
— — — 


— 


— IC ay — - 
- — — 


== : _ : 
— — bg > n—— — 2 - N 5 7 — —— 
— — 2 — —— I — == tice — — — — — K 
— : — — - — — — - A - —— —— — — 
— — — —— - ” 7 = = — 2 — — — - —— - 
"IE — — 2 ROS Do — — << — = = — 7 — 3 _—_— . = — - — — = == 4 — 2 — 
— — — — — — —— _ — _— — — A oe (—ü—ü—ͤ— = — — IL — Lo, — — n — — — Le OB 
— = - = — —— — — — — - — — — 
. — — — by = — —— — — > — = EEE 
: 1 — — 
— — » —— — — — js — —— — — — 2 — yon — 


— — 
— * —— . 
EY * * 2 Tt _—_— = a oy 
— — * —. cy — Ware — 82 2 _ — — — 
— — — — = — RD 23S; ? —* — r Saba 0. FLIES - — 
- — — — IITSES 2 - err - — — — RS: = 
,òN9U—U— eo gs ñ — - — . . RY N 2 — FEES —XX — r — — — - De BO DIED 8 
_ — — —— — —— ͤ ́—üih n —— — — 8 — sf PoE, eos —— — — — — — — = r 2 — —— — 
— —— — — — — — — — — — — — * — — — — j—ü—— — — — — — — — - — — — - — 1 — — - — 1 - Fg . 
* - >" = : - = O * —— 2 Ie ” * 2 — > oy — IS OR ” — I = 2 = N —— . —Lt:— — — — — 
— — — — — — ———— — ————— 8 — — — — tn nn — nt : — CG — — — — - 8 — G5 
— = > r — — — r — — — - — — — gt png dt — — — — — —— —_— — — — ——— . — — — — ” — 
— — - ” _— — — = = * . ——— 8 8 =D ORE 8 — : 2 Con : = vo 3 2 _ SEPSIS — — — 
— - — — — = — —— 2 —— — nt eng — — Hen = - — — 2 
- - - >- 2 — — = = r 3 — — — — 


—— 
— — ” a — - 
— — —_— —— — — — 

— — — NO, — 

S . . 8 PEER — 

by — = 
—— — — — — — IC 
. - — — 
— = 


— — — 
. —— — SE — — Th - = - 
2 — = ak — — 
— — "= — — An. oo 1 5 
—— — — — — 2 — —— 
— — — — > — — eng - 
e - wt 222 — — 8 
- 8 : 
- i wg 2 2*rLiL = ! - — > . > . 
= = — —y— I — — I — a ITS - 
PE EN nee ü wr RNSNIIES — GN EE Dn 
fa — ̃ EE EE re nnd — I ES En — DI ER — 
— — — — .—ꝛ—v—— — — — —.—. * - = == 4 
. 
8 * 


— — 
_— 8 
— 
ne 
NDU—U—U—U—ä4— — — 


38  WHIGS AND TORIES, 


SSS Y CITE — — 
here is no branch of liberty that comes 
more frequently in agitation than this. We 
hear every day of the laws being ſtrained 


for the purpoſes of oppreſſion, and when- 
ever they are ſo ſtrained, the freedom 1 in 


_—_— 18 invaded. 


But the moſt ſerious breach of this right 
is ex poft fatto Lows. What can be more 
unjuſt than to paſs a law in order to puniſh | 


a man for an action which was not under- 


' ſtood to be a 


crime when he committed 
it? And yet the injuſtice of ſuch laws 


depends entirely upon the right in queſtion; 


for if a man was not entitled to a& where 
the laws did not reſtrain him, there could 
be no injuſtice 1 in puniſting him for ſo do- 


ing. 


The 


WHIGS AND TORIES, - 0. 
The ſenſe which mankind entertain of 
this liberty, appears in the effects which 


its invaſion produces. The laws are never 


ſtrained without rouzing the indignation 
of the people, and the very name of ex 
poſt fafo laws is ſufficient to excite ab- 
horrence. The caſe of Lord Strafford 
+ will be ever remembered as a monument 
of tyranny and oppreſſion a. No man 
« is ſafe, exclaimed he; there is no 
" „ lighthouſe, no beacon. He runs upon 
« the rocks, before he is aware, and 
« founders in a moment. 


* It is well known that he was a favourite mi- 
niſter of Charles the Firſt. He was condemned 
for 6 an endeavour to ſubvert the fundamental laws,” 
a crime which was not contained in the ſtatute 
againſt treaſons, and which was invented for he 
ſole purpoſe of puniſhing him. 


12 Ex 


' WHIGS AND TORIES. 
Ex poſt facto laws are ſometimes de- 
fended, though very falſely, upon the 


ground of expediency. It is faid, that 


when men become peſts to ſociety, it is 
for the good of the public that they ſhould 
be removed, and removed they muſt be *. 


Granting, in the firſt place, that any 
_ conſideration ought to outweigh juſtice, 


which is by no means clear +, the good of | 
ſociety lies directly the other way. What 
is one man's caſe to-day, may be another's 
to-morrow, and it is better that the greateſt 
villain ſhould be immortal, than that the 
laws ſhould be violated to puniſh him. 


* This ſentiment, for argument it was none, Ws 
expreſſed by ſome in the caſe of Lord George 
5 Gordon. 
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What is it to plead expediency, but to 
ſubſtitute will for law ? and what is it to 
ſubſtitute will for law, but to eſtabliſh 
tyranny ?—N o—the laws are our only ſe- 


curity, and the very moment we loſe hold 
of them we are driven into the ocean of 


arbitrary power. 


\ 


Such are the natural rights of man, and 


upon ſuch all liberty is founded: they in- 


clude all great political queſtions, and moſt 
of the revolutions i in the world have been 


owing to them. „ þ 


ri The abuſe of theſe ri ghts after all, is the 
true criterion of reſiſtance in the people. 
When once they are infringed, no matter 


whether with law or without 1 it, the people 


vil refiſt, We can ſuppoſe laws ſo tyran- 
| nical, 
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5 WHIGS AND TORIES. 
rannical, that they would not be ſubmitted 
to for 4 moment. 


And it is theſe rights that form the real 
diſtinction between Whigs and Tories. It 
18 not colour, it is not clubs, it is not even 

party, it is the immutable frame of a man's 
mind. A Whig will be always a friend to 
ret; rights, and a Tory will always be 
their enemy &. 


But then it will be aſked, how are we to 
diſcover a Tory? By the general com- 


It muſt here be obſerved, that party has ſo con- 
founded all diſtinction in this kingdom, that it is now 
impoſſible to know Whigs and Tories by their names. 
T have heard opinions from Tories that would have 
done honour to Whigs, and ſentiments from Whigs 
which would have diſgraced Tories. 


plexion 
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plexion of his opinions. He will always 
ſide with power. He will praiſe ſubordi 
nation, claim ſuperiority, demand obedi- 
ence. He will extend penal laws, tie up 
juries, reſtrain opinions, and fetter freedom 


of conſcience. 


It is a pity 1 that ideas ſo prejudicial to li- 

berty ſhould exiſt in this country. All we 
can do is to oppoſe, and, if poſſible, to over- 
turn them: and this cannot be done better, | 
than by maintaining the natural rights of 
man. Nor let it be faid, that he who 
maintains theſe rights is an enemy to the 
government. It is the boaſt of our govern- 
ment to protect them, he therefore who 


admires them moſt, muſt be moſt wanne, 
attached . 


THE END, 
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nity of its ſubject. And if erudi- 
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caged for ſomet 
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tion and eloquence conſtitute perfection, 


The moſt 
genius, however, 


that work has attained it. 


ſplendid product 
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Ions O 
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without 
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may be deluſive; 
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THE RIGHTS OF KINGS, 


: Maly, and captivate the taſte while 
they miſlead the underſtanding, 


{Ri This work ſets out in praiſe of modera- 


tion: it condemns a love of change, and 


recommends a reſpect for government, 
So far we liſten with reverence. When 


we come, however, to the motives of this 


reſpect; when we arrive at the reaſons 


upon which it is founded ; when we find 


that what 18 ancient 18 preferred to what 


is uſeful, prejudice to truth, and cuſtom to 
liberty, we fee where theſe principles 
would lead us ; that they would confirm 


equally the bad and the good, and muſt 


ſometimes perpetuate tyranny, as wel a5 


maintain freedom. 


With ſuch beauty of ſtyle, with ſuch 
energy of ſentiment, were theſe doctrines 


enforced, that 1 it would baye been difficult 
to 


impreſſion of admiration. That admira- 
coolly, 


; will ſee that reſpect for government ought 


zeal that it would ſupport a good one. 


more. Mankind are fond in proportion 


prieſt, a crown or a tiara ! 


B 2 When 
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to have combated them under che firſt 


tion may have now ſubſided, and men 
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may be capable We examining the * 


And if they do examine cody, they 


not to be founded upon prejudice: + 
prejudice is a blind guide; that it may 
embrace falſehood as well as truth, and 


defend a bad government with the ſame 


Probably, indeed, with a great deal 


as they are fooliſh. How humbly did 
they adore the ſupremacy of Popes, how 
blindly admire the divinity of kings! 


cqually enamoured of a monarch or a 
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4 THE RIGHTS OF KINGS. 


When we review the hiſtory of man- 
kind, the very name of prejudice excites 
indignation ; prejudice has been equally 
the parent of their follies, and their 
crimes : it protected idols, ſanctified hu- 
man ſacrifices, and enjoined perſecution, 


But is there no other baſe upon which 
to eſtabliſh government ? Is there no 
other principle by which to maintain it? 
Is it in vain that God has endowed man 
| with reaſon, or is it on the nobleſt of 
ſubjects that he is forbidden to exerciſe 
it? 


And what does reaſon teach us reſpect- 
ing government? 


We can diſcover no ground upon which 


| one man could originally claim a right to 
govern 


THE RIGHTS OF KINGS. 


govern angther.* In the firſt ſtages of 


ſociety there was neither government to 


give power, nor wealth to give conſe- 
quence, nor rank to give honor. Upon 
what then could a claim to ſuperiority 


be founded? Upon oppreſſion alone, and 


oppreſſion drove men to government. 


It will be ſaid, perhaps, that this is a 
fallacious ſyſtem. It will be aſked upon 
what ground we ſuppoſe that all were 
originally equal, and none entitled to 


govern? 


Upon the g ground of juſtice; becauſe it 
would have been unjuſt that any ſhould 
have been happy at the expence of the reſt : 


Alt may be ſuppoſed, Adel that the world 
was parcelled out originally by the Author of all 
things, and a right conferred to govern, but this 
would be a divine right. 
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Upon the ground of equity ; becauſe it 
would have been partial : 3 


Upon the ground of humanity; becauſe 
it would have been cruel 8. 1 


Upon 1 the ground of common ſenſe; 8 


becauſe it would have been abſurd. 


But if they will not allow this ſtate of 


pure and natural freedom, let them ad- 


vance with divine right, Let them pro- 
claim, in the face of the world that ſome 
man or men were deſtined by Providence 
to govern, and that the reſt of mankind 
are bound to be miſerable for their ſakes. | 


We ſhould conclude, from the lan- 
guage of ſome, that there never had been 
ſuch a thing as natural freedom : that 


government was antecedent to liberty, 
and 
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and we were obliged to the laws for all we 


poſſeſs. Now laws are comparatively no- 


thing—the revolutions in the world have 


not happened from the violation of them, 


but from the invaſion of natural freedom. 


All then were at firſt equal; government 


was contrived for general happineſs, and 


power delegated for that end. From theſe 
premiſes it reſults: 


1ſt. That the happineſs of the people 


is the end of government: 


2dly, That the forms of government 
are the means by which that happineſs i 1s 
to be attained. 


= They cannot be the ends, elſe there would be 


as many ends of government, as there have been 
forms of 1 it in the world, 
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3dly. That all power is a truſt. 


If the happineſs of the people be the 
end of government, its forms ought to be 
facrificed to attain it, elſe the means are 
| preferred to the end. And if power be a 
truſt, whenever that power is abuſed, it 


ought to be recalled. 


The people, then, of all countries have 


an inherent right to fm their govern- 0 


ments, and to depoſe and chuſe their 
rulers. They may change the firſt as 
often as they are defective, and the laſt 
as often as they abuſe their power. 


Is it not ſtrange that privileges which 


5 belong to all mankind ſhould have been 


refuſed to the people of England | ? Is there 
any reaſon to make them an exception 
But whatever be their claim in theory, 

ny 
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they bar realized it in practice, and the 
firſt inſtance occurred at the Reſtoration. 


When the people were dated of the 
common wealth, Monk marked their 
diſpoſition, and commanded the Parlia- 
ment to diſſolve. They dallied. He 
then requeſted the ſecluded members to 
take their ſeats. They did the buſineſs, 
They wrote circular letters to the coun- 

ies and corporations of England, deſiring 
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5 them to chuſe Deputies for a Convention, 
ind then difolved themſelves, 


As the Convention was ſummoned with- 
out authority, it can only be conſidered as 
thepeople. Nor could the royaliſts have any 
other reaſon for calling it, as they formed 

= = majority in the Long Parliament. They 
wanted the people to give Charles his title. 
And when the Houſes did meet, they 

QC drew 


to THE RIGHTS OF KINGS, 

drew up A proclamation, declaring, © that, 
e according to their duty and allegiance, 
they did heartily, joyfully, and unani- 


„ mouſly, acknowledge, and proclaim, 


that immediately upon the deceaſe of 
„King Charles, the imperial crown of 
6 theſe realms did, by inherent birth- 
« right, and lawful and undoubted ſuc- 
: « cefſion, deſcend, and come to his moſt 


« excellent Majeſty Charles the Second, 


"BE Us being lineally, juſtly, and lawfully, 
next heir of the blood royal of this 
ii =p realm ; and thereunto they moſt hum- 
. a bly and faithfully did ſubmit, and 


„ oblige themſelves, their heirs, and 


* poſterity for ever.“ 
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it will be ſaid, perhaps, that the people In ; 
5 this inſtance only acknowledged a right. No 
TING] || matter what they did, they did, and they would 
et? not have been called upon to do, if they had ” 
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The next inſtance was the Revolu- 


tion. 


The tyranny of James II. was become 
intolerable to his ſubjects. At this eriſis 
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the Prince of Orange landed in England, 
with the deſign to procure them relief. 
When James ſaw the ſtorm approaching, 
he was ſeized with a panic. On the night 
of the 12th of December, 1688, he threw 
the great ſeal into the river, ſent the 
Queen to France, and fled from London. 
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There was now no government: no 
trace of a legiſlature remained. The King 
was fled, and Parliament had been diſ- 
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judged of no authority. And here it may be 
obſerved, that every word of this proclamation 
would apply to the Pretender if he exiſted, and 
ſanction his claim to the crown. What could 
oppoſe it but a ſubſequent act of the people? ; 


2 ſolved 
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ſolved ſome time before. The populace roſe 


and committed ſome outrages. The Peers 


and Biſhops who happened to be in Lon. 


don then interpoſed to fave the nation. 
| They directed the Mayor and Aldermen 


to keep the peace of the city; they iſſued 
orders to the fleet, army, and garriſons, 
and they invited the Prince of Orange to 
London. 


When the Prince arrived none knew 


what he was to do. The lawyers adviſed 


him to claim the crown by conqueſt, al- 


ſume the title of Sovereign, and call a 


Parliament to ratify the act. This mea⸗ 


ſure was rejected as violent. The Peers 


and Biſhops then addrefled him, praying 
him to aſſume the management of affairs 


for the preſent, and to ſummon a Con- 


vention by circular letters. Still William 
was averſe to act. 


An | 
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An expedient was then deviſed. Such 
perſons as had ſat in any Parliament of 
Charles IT. (for the Parliaments of that 
reign were the laſt that had been elected 
freely) were invited to meet, and fifty of 
the common council of the city of Lon- 
don were added to them. This body 
voted the ſame addreſs with the Peers and 
Biſhops. William then agreed to act, 
and in conſequence wrote circular letters 
to the counties and corporations of Eng- 
land, requeſting them t to chuſe Der 


| for A Convention. | 


Similar meaſures were purfued reſpeCt- 
ing Scotland. There were in London 
about thirty Peers, and eighty Gentlemen 

of that country. William called them to- 
| gether, and aſked their advice. They 
prayed him to aſſume the adminiſtration 
for the preſent, as the Peers and Biſhops 
had 
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had done. He ern, and ſummoned 
Aa Convention in Scotland. 


The Engliſh Convention met ſhortly 
after. They came to a vote, „ That 


„King James II. having endeavoured to 
“ {ubvert the conſtitution of the kingdom, 
« by breaking the original contract be- 


„ tween King and People; ; and having, 


« by the advice of jeſuits, and other 
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te wicked perſons, violated the fundamen- 


i tal laws, and withdrawn himſelf out 
55 66 of the kingdom, has abdicated the go- 
c yernment, and that the throne is 
„thereby vacant.” They then ſettled 
the crown upon the Prince and Princels 
of Orange; the ſole adminiſtration to be 
in the Prince, and annexed to the Settle- 
ment a Declaration of Rights, in which the 
liberties of the ſubje& were clearly ſpeci- 
fied and defined, 
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The Scotch Convention copied their 
example, with the exception only, that 


they voted James had forfeited. 


Such are the events that happened at 
the Revolution let us now reaſon from 
them. | 


The firſt obſervation we make is, chat 


— 


all government ceaſed upon the departure 
of James. The Parliament conſiſts of 
King, Lords, and Commons. The King A 


was gone,* and the Houſes were no 
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* James had not abdicated. The term was only 

uſed in the excluding vote to cover the depoſition. 

He wanted to reign, but they would not let him; 
that was the fact. 


+ There cannot t he the leaſt Joubt that govern- 
ment was diſſolved.— See the opinion of Hume on 
the ſubject: cc By this temporary diſſolution of go- 

ce yern- 


| into that from which it ſprung, VIZ, 


did act? The Prince of Orange was no- 
thing in England. The Peers and Biſhop; 
had no authority when they wee not 

fitting in Parliament. Thoſe who had 


men, and Common Council, had no le- 


and gentry were as deſtitute of authority 
as the reſt, | 


vol. viii. p. 292. 
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When government ceaſed, it diſſolved | 


the People. What elſe could act when 


government was at an end? What elſe 


been members in the time of Charles II. 
were ſo no longer. The Mayor, Alder- 


giſlative power, and the Scotch nobility 


„ 


If we could heſitate to pronounce theſe 
perſons the People, the mode in which 


« yernment the populace were now maſters ; and 
« there was no diſorder which, during their pe 
& fent ferment, might not be dreaded from them,” 


diy . 
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ni 


——— 


— 


they acted would ſuffice to determine us. 
They proceeded with the utmoſt caution. 
When they prayed William to accept, 
they prayed him only for the preſent, the 
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Convention were to determine the reſt. 
Can there be a ſtronger evidence that 
they believed themſelves the people? and 
does not the correſpondence of the nations 
in their conduct quicken, if poſhible, - n= 
energy of the proof ? 8 ith 


And if the perſons who ſummoned the 
Convention were the people, the Conven- 
tion itſelf could be no more. What then 

did they do? They depoſed James be- a 
becauſe he had endeavoured 7 ſubvert i 
"9 the conflitution of the kingdom, by break 5 
ing the original contract between King 
and People, and violared the fundamental : 


* laws.” Their procendings..; deſerve 
notice, 
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. 


The object of James II. was to eſtabliſh 
popery in the Britiſh dominions : to this 
' purpoſe he directed his eftorts. He en- 
deavoured to fill the offices of the State 
with papiſts, who were deſtined to pro- 
mote his deſigns, and aid him in effecting 
the propoſed Revolution. 


In the attempt he met difficulties. The 
laws which excluded Roman Catholics 
from employment, threatened oppoſition. 
Theſe obſtacles, however, were only ap- 
parent. A diſpenſing power was a part 
of the prerogative, acknowledged by the 
ſtatutes of the kingdom, and declared ſo 
paramount, that the legiſlature itſelf could 


not overcome it. x . 
| Let 


*A remarkable inftance of this is related in 
Hume. In the twenty -third of Henry the 


b Lixth, a law of this Lips (to reſtrict the _ 
66 0 . 
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Let us now recal the moſt flagrant 


acts of James's adminiſtration. He re- 


xe 


vired the Court of High Commiſſion; he 


impri- 


of the Crown) was enacted, prohibiting ariy 


man to ſerve in a county as ſheriff, above a 


year; and a clauſe was inſerted, by which the 
king was diſabled from granting a diſpenſation. 


Plain reaſon might have taught that this law 
at leaſt ſhould have been exempted from the 
king's prerogative : : but as the diſpenſing power 
{till prevailed ih other caſes, it was ſoon able, 
aided by the ſervility of the courts of judicature, 
even to overpower this ſtatute, which the legiſ- 
lature had evidently intended to ſecure againſt 


all violations, In the reign of Henry the 
Seventh, the caſe was brought to a trial, before 


all the judges in the Exchequer chamber ; and 


it was decreed, that notwithſtanding the ſtrict 
clauſe abovementioned, the king might diſpenſe 
with the ſtatute, He could, firſt it was al- 
ledged, diſpenſe with the prohibitory clauſe, 


and then with the ſtatute itſelf, * Hume's 


Hiſtory of England, vol. viii. p. 238. Edit. of 
1767. lt will be ſaid, that this deciſion was ow ing 
to the ſervility of the judges—Granted, We ate 
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impriſoned the biſhops who refuſed to ap- 


point the indulgences to the papiſts to be 
read in churches ; he attempted to force 
the fellows of Magdalen College to ele& 
a papiſt for their preſident; and he ſuſ- 
pended the laws againſt Roman Catholics, 
But theſe acts were all juſtified by his dit- 
peuſing power. He might ſuſpend the 1 
law which aboliſhed the Court of High 
; Commiſſion, he might try the biſhops by 
that Court, and he might diſpenſe with 
the penal laws. _ Theſe acts were cer- 
tainly i injurious to the people, and there- 


fore they depoſed him. But this only 


only contending that the diſpenſing power was 
law, this would make it more. But even the 

Convention acknowledged the diſpenſing power in 
the very ardor of liberty, in the Declaration if 
Rights. They only condemned it ſo far © as it ha 
been aſſumed and exerciſed of late” that is, they did 
not like it Will it be ſaid, that James broke the 
laws now? 


only 
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nature. 


The next obſervation we make is, that 


| a choice, becauſe the Prince of Wales was 
next heir, his legitimacy had been eſta« 
bliſhed, “ and William had no title to the 


Crown. 


* As appears by the following extract from 


„ was to be impoſed upon the nation, had been 


widely ſpread, and greedily received, before the 
. birth of the Prince of Wales; but the King 


matter, might eaſily have quaſhed that ridicu- 
lous rumour, had, from an ill-timed haughti- 
<< neſs, totally neglected it. He diſdained, he 


<< pable of ſo baſe and villainous an action. Find- 
% ing, however, that the calumny gained ground, 
and had made deep impreſſion on his ſubjects, 
he was now obliged to ſubmit to the mortifying 

6e taſk 


proves, that they were above the laws 


of the land, and acted upon thoſe of 


they choſe the Prince of Orange. It was 


Hume: “ The report that a ſuppoſititious child 
who, without ſeeming to take notice of the 


“ faid, to ſatisfy thoſe who could believe him ca- 
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crown. He had ſo little that the lawyers 


adviſed him to claim by conqueſt, that is, 
as an uſurper. But ſuppoſing he had en- 
joyed the beſt of titles previous to the Re. 
volution, to adopt him in the preſent mo- 


ment muſt have been a choice. Were 
not the people free to act as they pleaſed ? 
What power bound them ?* 
e 1 


wh taſk a. aſcertaining the reality of the birth 
* Though no particular attention had been paid 
& before-hand to enſure proof, the evidence of 
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& both the Queen's pregnancy, and delivery, were | 
& rendered i ; and ſo much the more, as 
* ne argument or proof of any importance, no- 
e thing but popular rumour and ſurmiſe could 
ce be thrown into the oppoſite ſcale.” See vol. 
viii. p. 291. And the people themſelves believed 
1 the legitimacy, as we find,—< But when the 
J „ « Prince of Wales was born, both the Prince (of 
l „ Orange) and the Engliſh nation were reduced 
cc to deſpair, and ſaw no reſource but in a conte- 
« deracy for their mutual intereſts, And thus the 
event, which the King had long made the ob- 


Fo Jed: of his moſt ardent Prayers, and from which 
JOE : (0 he 


* 
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The laſt feature in this buſineſs is, that 
they formed a government ; they defined 
privilege, they deſcribed prerogative ; they 
declared the rights of the ſubject, and 
made their preſervation the condition of 
allegiance. 


It is then manifeſt that the people of 
England depoſed and choſe their rulers, 
and formed a government at the Revolu- 
tion. It! is alſo manifeſt, that the laws of 


ehe expected the firm eſtabliſhment of his 
© throne, proved the immediate cauſe of his ruin 
* and downfall.” Vol. viii. p. 273. 

* What elſe could it be than a choice, ſince the 
old line of ſuccefſion was ended. * Thus ended 
* at once, by this ſudden and unexpected vacancy 
© of the throne, the old line of ſucceſhon ; which, 
from the conqueſt, had laſted ſix hundred years, 
* and from the union of the heptarchy in King 


Egbert, almoſt nine hundred. See Black , 
Com. vol. i. p. 210. 


1 etre 
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nature regulated their conduct through 


the whole tranſaction. 


Mr. Hume defends the Stuarts upon 
| this : ground, that the odium excited by 


their adminiſtration was owing to the 
chan ge of ideas reſpecting liberty, and not 
to their uſurping new prerogatives. They 
exerciſed the old ones, however, in ſuch a2 
a Way, as to extin guiſh freedom. The ſhip- 


money of Charles would have annihilated 
property, and the diſpenſation of James 


ſubverted the religion of the kingdom. 


But though the vladicarion of Mr. 
Hume does not juſtify the Stuarts, it 
eſtabliſhes the principle we are now 


proving. It demonſtrates that liberty 15 


the criterion of government, and that the 


people will have it on any terms. 


And 
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Er 


6 


1 And if our anceſtors acted upon the 


laws of nature, they could not prevent 
others from copying their example: they 
could not refuſe a licence which they took 
themſelves, nor limit nature by Acts of 
Parliament. Why then ſhall we quote 
thoſe of the Revolution? Deſtitute of 
foundation, they muſt either diſclaim au- 
chority; or the ground upon which they 
ſtand muſt be open for ever. 


And if it be idle to produce cheſe acts 
at all, it is doubly ſo to argue from their 
expreſſions. The Whigs were obliged 
to humour the Tories,“ and they worded 


their acts to pleaſe them. This is the 


reaſon that they talk of . anceſtors,” after 


they had expelled anceſtors ; this is 


the reaſon that they ſubmitted their poſ- 
* See Hume, vol. viii. p. 304. 
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e ferities,”* after they had refuſed to be 
ſubmitted themſelves. And ſo to ſubmit 

their poſterity was aſſerting divine right, | 
for Heaven itſelf could do no more. Upon 
the ſame principle they might have ſold 
us for ſlaves. But it will be ſaid, they 
had no right to do that. The queſtion 
then returns to the ground of juſtice; 
and whoever conſtrues theſe acts by an 
other rule, makes liberty an eſtate, our 
anceſtors the donors, and the laws they 
paſſed the conditions of inheritance. * 


But is it not indecent even to name theſe 
expreſſ ions ? Is it not arguing in the very 
teeth of our preſent eſtabliſhment ? Dil 


M. ee in the Acts of thoſe times. 

+ However the Whigs may have been biafſedby 
the Tories at the Revolution, ſome of theſe 
words are forms, and muſt be uſed upon ſuch oc- 
caſions. 


got 
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not the Convention that received Charles 
the Second ſubmit themſelves, their heirs, 


and pofterities for ever, and yet we know 


— = 
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A. FPV 
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| beſt if we are governed by his deſcen- 
_ dants ? 


In confidering theſe rights, it is chuſing 
that is always objected to. As the Eng- 
Iſh monarchy 18 hereditary, it is ſup- 
poſed by many, that the choice of the 
people interferes with the order of ſucceſ· 
ſion. But is this really the caſe ? When we 
ſay that the people are to chuſe their rulers, 
do we mean that they are to chuſe their 
kings at the end of every reign? Cer- 
tainly not. We mean that they choſe 
| originally, have choſen often, and may 
chuſe again: that they chuſe in emer- 
gencies — that when the public happi- 
neſs renders it neceſſary to depoſe a king, 
they are entitled to chuſe his ſucceſſor; 
5 — 
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eee — 
and whoever denies this right, muſt deny 
the title of his preſent Majeſty ; for all 
the reaſoning in the. world will never 
prove that after- James was dethroned, 
the Prince of Wales was not the next 


heir to the crown. 


Indeed to diſpute the choice of the peo- 
ple, and to ſupport Jacobite principles, 1s 
the ſame thing. Thoſe who deny that 
choice, maintain divine right, though 
they do not mean it. We muſt recollect 
that there is no law for depoſing a king— 
no ſtatute authorizin g a ſubject to take 

arms againſt his ſovereign. When hu- | 
man laws, then, are at an end, muſt not 
he that claims, claim by divine ? 


| 


But are laws at an ud! ? 3 government 
diffolved by depoſition > This is the great 


queſtion, and it ſhall be diſcuſſed fairly. 
—_ We 
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We have ſeen that 8 is no written 
law for depoſing a king. Some, however, 


may think that there is an inſtitute of na- 
effect, but not extending to diſſolve go- 
vernment. There can be no ſuch law. 
The law that depoſes a king, returns 
power to the people; not by command, 
this country ſhould ſo abuſe his truſt, as 
ment muſt either ſide with the king, or 


come partners in the abuſe; if with the 


caſe the whole power is reſumed. Now 


this is the main point: if power reverts 


mitations, no laws impoſed when they 


Hiſt ee it. This would be aſſerting 
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ture, ſimilar in operation, paramount in 


but by conſequence. If a ſovereign of 
to render reſiſtance neceſſary, the parlia- 
with the people. If with theking , they be- 


people, part of themſelves. In either 
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it would be conſtituting an equal ſuperior. 


tive power; they can repeal, annul, abro- 


ſeffed 1 it. 


But what 1s our difficulty ? Ts it to be- 
Heve that depoſition is the act of the 


returns to them ? Will any one ſhew a 


— 
mg 
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that one parliament could bind another; 


They are then omnipotent ; they poſleſ, 
the whole legiſlative, judicial, and execy- 


gate But what right—let us not con- 
found our ideas; we are thinking of go- 
vernment, and the right of that is the 
power of the people when they laſt pub | 


people ; or that, when it happens, power 


law for depoſing a king ? Will any one 
produce a ſtatute for taking arms againſt 


* There can be no doubt of this; all laus 


that then exiſt, exiſt by ſufferance. | 


the 
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the ſovereign! ?* Is not the wud ſyſtem 


of our preſent government the work of 
the Convention ? 


Let us put * caſe : If 4 had in- 1 
vaded the kingdom before the Conven- bl 
tion met could the people have reſiſted KY 
him? If they could, it is abſurd to talk 
of laws, for James was then their lawful j 
ſovereign. If they could not, the Act of f 
Settlement is greater than thoſe who 9 
made it: for we reſiſted the deſcendants I ö 


of the ſame James in 1715 and 1745 
upon that act; and that act was the work Ul 
of William and the Convention; and 
William and the Convention were the 1 
people. 3 te 


But why ſhould we reaſon about what 
they would have done ? we know what 
* They may, indeed, make war upon him in 9 | | 


his own name like the Long Parliament. 10 
they 


are 


** 


— 


reignty of the people? Is it rational to 
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Is it poſſible after this to deny the ſove- 
It is a notion with many that papiſts 


* The Prince of Wales was then only a twelve- 


upon the throne ?* Why did not they! 
month old. 


They did not chuſe it. 
can alone be depoſed; and that when they 


his father was depoſed, (our then lawful, 
and till lawful ſovereign, if the people 
ples of the Proteſtant faith, and ſet him 
diſpute their right? Can there be the 
ſhadow of a doubt that their wiſhes are 


Did not they ſet them at defiance ? Why 
did not they take the ſon of James, after 


government ? 


32 


have no right) educate him in the princi- 
authority, their will law, and their actions 


they did. Did not they laugh at laws ? 
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are depoſed, it muſt be done under the 


D 128 


n —— 
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AA 


Act of Settlement; hence they conclude 


- — . 
—— ooo has ah 


that the crown devolves upon the next 
heir. The contrary is the caſe, All de- 


— — 


— — 


poſitions happen under the law of na- 
ture Liberty is the real teſt. If the Hi 
| catholic religion ſhould become popular by 4 


FEE IT. Woes AE OE a aa 5 
— EE IT, — 


a ſudden change, a papiſt might govern 1 
unmoleſted; but if tyranny ſhould break _ 4) 
out in anew ſhape, the people would over- Uh 


turn the government. 


But let us purſue las - The Lon g Par. 10 


liament were reſolved to have law, and — 


therefore they made war upon the king | 
in his own name, The Revolution la w- 
yers were reſolved to have law, and there- 5 I} 
fore they counſelled the Prince of Orange 1 10 
to make himſelf king, and then call a 
Parliament to appoint him. The Conven- $i 
tion of 1688 were reſolved to have law, and N * 
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. 


therefore they fi rſt crowned William, and 
then made him give them authority to do 


it. Is it not abſurd then to mention laws 


in ſuch caſes? Is it not ridiculous to op- 


poſe hereditary ſucceſſion to the choice of 
the people x 


When the proſpect of iſſue from Wil- 


ham diſappeared, the crown was ſettled 


upon the deſcendants of James I. through 


* Hereditary ſucceſſion is a form not an original 
principle of government. There is a great diffe- 
fence here. We can eaſily conceive the good of 
the people to be a principle, becauſe it applies 
equally to all forms, and all are concerned im it; 
but we cannot imagine how men ſhould be inte- 
reſted in the circumſtance of a king ſucceeding his 
kindred, more than as it contributes to their hap- 
pineſs. For inſtance, if the people would always 
prefer merit, and never fight about the election of 
their kings, elective monarchies would be the 
beſt, and hereditary ſucceſſion would be forgot. 
The ſalus populi however, or public good, would 
remain, E o79/ 


the 
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the Princeſs Sophia of Brunſwick. Hence 


not be : power had reverted to the people 
upon the depoſition of James II. ; and if 


ready, it was needleſs to appoint them. 


they might hope a preference, and they 
obtained it. But what does that ſay? 
Does a predilection in us prove a right in 


them, or an act of grace infer neceflity ? 


The laſt objection relates to the heirs 
themſelves they are pitied as ſuffering 
for the faults of others. It might be ſaid, 
that if they had ſucceeded, they would 
have owed their crown to the merit of 
their anceſtors, and they may forfeit 
as they would have acquired That in all 


ſome infer, that the right of ſuch perſons, 
exiſted antecedent to the ſtatute. It could 


the poſterity of James I. were heirs al- 


As perſons whom we once had known, 


caſes forfeiture extends to heirs That if 
F 2 this 
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this holds in matters of property, much 
more ought it in thoſe of truſt, where 
forfeiture is connected with the crime, and 
the thing forfeited is the thing abuſed— 
That if penalties are to be meaſured by the 
injury which the public ſuffers, they 
_ ought to be enormous here But theſe are 


perſonal conſiderations, and touch not the 


real ground. The baſe of the argument 


is, that government is diſſolved, that 
power has returned to the people, and 


that i it exiſts for no one elſe. 


It would appear that theſe rights have 


been denied for the purpoſe of condemning 


a late Revolution. Certain it is, that if 
they do not exiſt, every ſtep which the 
French have taken is unjuſtifiable. II 


freedom muſt yield to cuſtom, it was 


wrong to change; and if the people can- 


not alter their government, they were 
5 wicked 
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wicked in attempting a Revolution. But 


all this is abſurd. The queſtion then is, 


whether change was neceſſary. 


The old government of France was a 


corruption of the feudal ſyſtem . The kin oy 


was ſupreme lord, and the nobles were 


his vaſſals. Subject themſelves to the au- 


thority of the crown, they were in turn 


abſolute over the people. *æ They ſupported 
the monarch as their patron, and he pro- 


tected them as the props of his power. 


The conſequences of this ſyſtem were 


fatal to the liberty of the nation. The 


crown grew arbitrary, and the nobles ty⸗ 


rannical. Too proud to engage in the 


concerns of commerce, they ſought the 


* By means of the droits, or „ rights, 


attached to their domains. 


church 
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church and the! army. There the mo- 
narch aggrandized them: he gave them 
all the offices of the State - power, emolu- 


ment, and truſt centered in their hands. 


In ſuch a : ſituation of things, what could 
become of the people ? Void of influence, 
ſtripped of rights, and deſtitute of protec- 
tion, they were oppreſſed and — 
they funk into nothing. 


Will it then be affirmed, that change 
was unneceſſary? Will it be pretended 
that the people ſhould have ſubmitted for 
ever, and reſigned chemſelves tamely to 


ſlavery t 


But it may be ſaid, that the French 
went too great lengths, that they might 
have reformed their government without 
aboliſhing it. The remark might have 

ſome 
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ſome appearance of juſtice, if the defects 
of their government had been curable. 
But this was not the caſe; abuſe waz 
every limb required regeneration, 


would the people have been allowed to ac- 


compliſh it? The nobility and clergy poſ- 


and the crown was rendered more formi- 


millions ſterling How was it poſlible to 


overcome ſuch a force? How was it 
a power was adverſe ? 


What then are the ai ? The 
populace were guilty of exceſs—And are 
we to expect a revolution without it? The 


univerſal: the whole body was infected; 
But granting that a reform was poſlible, 
ſeſled all the influence of the State, they 
were inſeparably attached to the crown, 


dable ſtill by a hereditary revenue of five 


practicable to effect a reform to which. ſuch 


— os 2. 
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queſtion is not whether excels was good, 
but whether it was worſe than the evils of 
OG 


But their ſyſtem is defective; many 
things might be mended. Let us con- 


template our o. n government for a 


moment: if we count the years which 


its formation has coſt, and reckon its 


faults, we ſhall, perhaps, abate in our 
demands of perfection. 


To object to the French Revolution, 
hs is both fooliſh and cruel ; -—fooliſh, 
becauſe they were juſtified in what they 
: did; and cruel, becauſe they aboliſhed 


ty ranny. 


And the right which they exerciſed, 
belongs to all mankind. They have a con- 
ſtant, unalienable right, to form their 

govern- 
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governments, and to depoſe and chuſe 


their rulers. Public good is the ſu- 
preme law*—all conſiderations muſt yield 


to it. 


And thence the abſurdity of ſuppoſing 


an original contract. If we mean any 


thing by a contract, it is that, while one 


party abides, the other is bound by it. 


Now is this our ſenſe of government? Tf 


the king of any country ſhould poſſeſs too 


much power by its conſtitution, could not 
the people diminiſh it? Could the king 
urge that he had never broken his 


contract, and could not, therefore, loſe 
any of his power ? Could he oppoſe 


this language to the unanimous voice 
of the people ? If he could not, there 


* Salus populi ſuprema lex. 
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* . 1 
1 . 


is no contract, no bargain — the idea i Is.” 
ridiculous * 


And the expreſſion ſprung from the 


Revolution. As our anceſtors then uſed 


it, the lovers of liberty think that they 


talk orthodoxly when they follow their 
example. But it is really not ſo. If ſuch 


a contract exiſted, no reform could take 
place, however neceſſary for the public 


good, however agreeable to the wiſhes of 


the people. Our rylers could always 


Plead their contract. It was certainly in. 


tended that power ſhould not be abuſed, 


and rig eee Ray e That 


* Ang Blackſtone was. 7, the ſame opinion: 

* Fox, whenever a queſtion 7; ariſes between the ſo⸗ 
* ciety at large, and any magiſtrate veſted with 
< powers originally delegated by that ſociety, it 
«© muſt be decided by the voice of the ſociety it- 
« ſelf; there is not on earth any other tribunal to 
« reſort to,” dee Com. vol. i. p. 211. 
inten- 
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intention ; ; if aught elſe, it is nonſenſe : 
and in the former ſenſe our anceſtors 
muſt. have underſtood i it, for James had 
violated no engagernents. He was cer- 
tainly a tyrant, and therefore depoſed ; 
but original contract meant nothing far- 
S6 > 7 


It might be contended; that the peo- 
ple have a right to change their govern- 
ment, even if they are happy. What can 


8 ; I 

i | hinder them, if unanimous ? This right 
1 8 

J, 15, however 7 abſtract; not becauſe i 1Ma- - 
at ginary, but becauſe it is improbable that 


an opportunity ſhould offer of exer- 
ciſing it. 


| Neceſſity has generally been rd 
as the rule of reſiſtance. When the mi- 
ſery of individuals becomes intolerable, it 
is preſumed, that they may oppoſe their 
82 Jgover- 
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governors. But how is it poflible to lay 


down rules uren ſuch a ſubject? As 
well might we make laws for the ele. 


ments, or aſſign bounds to the ocean. 


On ſuch PO FER the people muſt be 
left to their own feelings ; nor have we 
any thing to apprehend from them. The 
multitude are naturally ſubmiſſive, and 
the proof is, that they have borne ſo much 
oppreſſion from their rulers." 


And yet to hear ſome men talk, we 
ſhould ſuppoſe that the people breathed | 
nothing but ſedition ; that they had nei- 


* Upon this principle Mr. Hampden reſiſted 
the officers ſent by Charles to levy the ſhip- 
money. | = 5 

+ Witneſs their patience under the Neros, the 
Caligulas, the Caracallas, and all the other mon- 
ſters that have diſgraced humanity. 


ther 
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ther ſenſe nor moderation; that they 
were abandoned, like ſavages, to the do- 
minion of the moſt furious paſſions, and 


that we muſt. blind Els we could 


tame them. 


I wiſh the fault may not lie the other 
way : I with they may not be too ; 
eaſy. It was the ſeventeenth century be- 
fore they gave up divine right 3 : before 
they could be perſuaded that one man is 
not entitled to make millions miſerable. 


But that deluſion i is now paſt—our worſt 
errors are now over. And as the firſt ſtep 
to virtue is to leave vice, ſo the firſt 
ſign of wiſdom is to deſert folly, —But 
I hope we ſhall not ſtop here—I hope 
= we ſhall improve daily—lI hope the time 
| will come, when reaſon ſhall ſee, and 

ſentiment ſhall feel, and unanimity ſhall 


pro- 
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WHEN this little Eſſay appeared, the Abolition 
of the Slave Trade had been newly agitated in 
Parliament, and overruled by a conſiderable Ma- 
jority, 


—— . — — · — 2 —- — 


— — — ——— 
. —— — — 


_ G —— — 
— — — 


——ᷣ— — 


A—_ MESS Bw > 2m En SS 
=. 1 —— 
= — —— 


. 
. 


—— —— 


= = l \ 1 — 
2 — * — 5 — 


„ 


VIRTUE TRIUMPHANT. 


O man who has the leaſt love for his 
country, can ſee the abſurdities of 
8 fellow citizens without indignation. 


And ſurely nothing could be a greater one 
than our late idea of aboliſhing the Slave 
Trade — a trade which, if ever any was, 
is ſupported by every ſentiment of liberality, 
humanity, and juſtice. And it is the more 
provoking to ſee ſuch follies, when man- 
kind are arrived at maturity, and one would 
have expected that they laid aſide the 
vanities of childhood. 


How 
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How ſuch an idea could have ſprung up 
in the mind of any, we cannot imagine. 
For who were made ſlaves! ? Was it not the 
Africans? And who were the Africans? 
The children of Cain, who murdered his 

brother Abel, and who were accurſed from 
the beginning of time, for the tranſgreſſion 
of their anceſtor. Now this argument is 
unanſwerable; for there is not the leaſt 
doubt that they came down in a right line 
from Cain, as may be proved by various 
pedigrees in the poſſeſſion of the African 
Princes; and if they are really his children, 
they ought to ſuffer for his fault Would 
not any of us think it exceedingly juſt, to 
be puniſhed for a crime that our forefathers 


committed four thouſand” years ago? How 
can any one object to this? Is there a ſha- 
dow of ground to oppoſe it? Beſides, are 


not the Africans all negroes? And are not 
5 | | negroes 
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negroes black men? Who ever heard of a 


white negro, or of a white man being made 
a flave? If white men had been made ſlaves, 
it would have been another thing—There 


are, to be ſure, ſome whites in Africa, but 


it is not the ſame white that we are of, and, 
beſides , they were never made ſlaves. 
Is it not clear then that the negroes, as 
| being the poſterity of Cain, are accurſed and 
damned? Have we not the authority of 
ſcripture for that ? beſides, are they not all 
black; called negroes from their very co- 
lour? How then can they be entitled to the 
fame rights with us ? If they were to mix 
with us to all eternity, they would never be 
the ſame. As a great author lays, all the 
waters of the ocean will not waſh the 
| Ethiopean white.—They are guilty ſouls— 
their hearts are as black as their faces. 


What 
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—. 


| yet, it is too good to leave ſo ſoon.— Can 


puniſhed for the crime that he committed ? 


and his guilt always accumulating upon his 
poſterity, like compound intereſt ! What 
2 bundle of fin they muſt now have to 


What title then have they to complain ? 
They ought to be puniſhed with double 
ſtripes, for ſo doing. It is not only our 
right, but our duty to enflave them, both 
upon the . of religion, and juſtice. 


But we have not done with this ground 


/ 


any one deny that they are deſcended from 
Cain; and if they are, ſhould not they be 


Good God, to murder his own brother, 


anſwer for! And then their colour black 
men— that is the ſtrong point: they are 
not entitled to the rights of humanity; as 
I aid before, they ſhould be puniſhed with 
double ftripes, for pretending to them, but 

5 
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we law good Nn to believe that it is 
not their fault. 


No, it is ſome wicked ſpirits here, that 
are at the bottom of all this miſchief, and 
they will never reſt till they have ruined 
the country. It is the ſame deteſtable 
race that expelled our good and lawful 
King James the Second, and oppoſed his 
divine right to the throne of England. 
He was the Lord's anointed, anointed with 

holy oil, and his right could never be taken 
from him—Never, never, —He had a right 
to do what he pleaſed; for it is as clear as N 
day, and no one will ever prove the con- 
trary, that kings may uſe their ſubjects as 
they will; they are God's vicegerents, their 

ſubjects were created on purpoſe for them, 
and they may make them miſerable, for 
they may do what they pleaſe with their 
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— — 


own. And are not their ſubjects their 


own? Are not men the property of 


kings, as much as the cattle, and the 


beaſts of the field ?—Therefore, what have 


they to ſay? And it is the greateſt audacity 
in them to ſay any thing. James knew 

this, and therefore he told his ſub) ects, that 
he would do with them what he pleaſed— 
God bleſs his memory. —He knew what 
kings were entitled to; he thought all 

mankind were made for him but he was 


dethroned by a parcel of ungrateful rebels, 


who were inſenſible of the benefits they 
derived from him. And it would have 


been happy for the country, if they had 


ſtopped here; but they began again upon 
the American war: they abetted our co- 


lonies in their deen or what did 
they want? They wanted to be put upon the 
ſame footing with us. Was there ever any 

| thing 
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thing ſo unreaſonable? Should we have 

aſked the ſame of them? No: and they 
were the more inexcuſable, that they were 
our own fleſh and blood, and, therefore, 


making ſuch a demand, was rebelling a- 


gainſt their parents. And now theſe fire- 


brands are ſtanding up for the negroes. 


One may well fay that they are a black 
ſet, and a black cauſe. They certainly 
never will reſt till they have ruined the 
country. And what is their pretence for 


all this? The rights of men. Now in the 


* firſt place, men have no rights at all; and 
v if they had, the negroes would have no 


title to them . 


Fc or hat are theſe 3 A 19 5 to 
be equal, and to be free, and to be God 
knows what ; for there. i is no end of their 


madneſs, But men, fay they, were origi- 


L 2 nally 
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nally equal. It is really impoſſible to 
commands one's temper—Were not all the 
nations of the earth tied down to one man 
and his poſterity for ever? Was there 

never ſuch a thing as divine right? 


But it is below us to reaſon with ſuch 
ninies. If there were ſuch rights, what 
title have the negroes to them ? Are they 
not as black as coals? And it is all 
their own fault, for they might have 
been white long ago, if they had pleaſed.” 


And the boobies object to our way of 
getting them—Now how do we get them? 

By the right of occupancy, which all 
authors allow to be the beſt title to pro- | 
perty. We ſeize them upon the coaſt, 
put them aboard a ſhip, and when they 
are there, they are ours by all laws divine 
| and 
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and human. Who ever aſſerts the con- 


trary, is an enemy to his country, and a 
friend to the French king. Another way 
is by the courts of law—lIt is the cuſtom 
in Negroland, to fell all for ſlaves who 
are guilty of witchcraft. Our traders then 
accuſe whom they pleaſe, and find a bill 
againſt them, like our grand juries, Upon 
this, the wretches are tried, (which is 
more than they deſerve) and when they are 
condemned, which they always are, and 
that ſhews their guilt, they are ſold to 
us. A third way is by war: the laws 
of Africa make all ſlaves who are taken 
captives. This is an old cuſtom, as we 
find by Andromache's fpeech in Homer :— 
Now what do we do? We ſtir up as many 
wars as we can, in order to relieve the 
Africans from the miſery which they ſuffer 
in their own country, and that makes more 


captives a 


— —B — 
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i country, or the jus gentium. 


—. 
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captives, and the captives make more ſlaves, 
It is plain then, that we either get negroes 
by the law of nature, or the law of the 


| 


And when once they are ſlaves, they are 


much happier than they were before. As 
ſoon as they are put aboard a ſhip, they are 
| pinnioned down to the ground to prevent 
their eſcape. For theſe negroes, and this 
ſhews how little they are entitled to mercy, 
= - ſorry. to leave their native country, 
(for they are as obſtinate as mules,) and 
what they call their friends and relations— 
as if ſuch wretches could have either friends 
or relations, or as if they could be ſorry 
to leave ſuch a Place, if they had common 
ſenſe. But ſorry they are, (one can hardly 


ſpeak of them without indignation, ) and ſo 


— that they make terrible howlings, 
which 


— 


by. 
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which diſturb the captains, as it muſt do 


all ſenſible men to ſee human nature ſo de- 


praved ; and this gives reaſon to believe, 


that if the ſhips did not fail in the night, 
which prevents the negroes from ſeeing 
5 their native country, they would grow de- 
ſperate, and God knows what they might 


do— They might kill a white man in their 
fury, and all Africa could never make 
amends for that. Then as to ſtowage; 
they are put together in the moſt com- 
fortable manner they are crowded ſo cloſe, 
that they cannot ſtir. This muſt certainly 


be the moſt convenient way for all parties ; 


1 the harder you pack china, the leſs liable 
L it is to breakage, and the rule muſt apply 
* doubly to living creatures, which the 


negroes certainly are. Beſides, being laid 
ſo cloſe, promotes perſpiration, and re- 


ſtrains reſpiration; that is, makes them 


ſ eat 
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ſweat a great teal; and breath very little, 
which are excellent things for carryin g off 
the fever, occaſioned by their ſenſeleſs de- | 
ſpair at leaving their native land.—Some | 
die, to be ſure, but that cannot be aſcribed 
to the captains, for, as they kill the ſlaves 
for their intereſt, why ſhould they not 
keep them alive from the ſame motives:— 
Away then goes the ſhip with her cargo, 
three deep above one another, and God 


- blefs all ſuch ſhips, I ay. 


And 1 they land in the dens | 
what i is done with them? They are turn- 


ed out to work, and pretty lively work it 


is, for though we are againſt the negroes 
as all men of ſenſe muſt be, we know 


very well what's what—They have a good 3 


deal to do, and it is in the heat of the ſun, 


and they are flogged heartily, unleſs they 
do 
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do it. But then it muſt be remembered, 


that they are their maſter's property, and 
he may make them do what he pleaſes, 
even if it ſhould kill them. This point 
has been determined by a court of law, 


for a man did flog his ſlave to death, 1 


was tried for it (which was a reproach to 


juſtice) and acquitted upon this principle. 
And, again, if the ſun is hot, they are 


accuſtomed to it, for every one knows that 
half an hour of the work they do all day 
| long, would kill any European. By the 


fame rule when they are flogged, they 
don't feel It—T hey drop down dead now 
and then, but that's nothing—One ſwal- 


low does not make a ſummer. And hebe 


1 would propoſe an improvement upon the 
slave Trade. I am credibly informed, that 


ſome who have been ſent out to the plant- 


ations, to ſuperintend the negroes, have 


M OS returned i 
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returned thither, becauſe it hurt their feel- 
ings - to ſee the way they were treated. 
Ne ow, I think, all ſuch ſhould be well 
flogged, and ſent back again, it would 
teach them better feelings. Indeed, if 
there is any fault to find, the negroes are 


treated too gently. When we conſider the 
guilt of Cain, aggravated by their colour, 
we, in ſome meaſure, commit a crime 
againſt God's ordinances, | if we render 
their fituation better than it is in their 
own country. For he certainly condemned 
them, if we will only refer to ſcripture. 
And that their fituation is better than in 
Africa, every man muſt ſee. When they 
were taken i in war, they were either roaſted 
or boiled. Tt has been aid, indeed, that 
the Africans make more captives than they 
they could eat, to ſell us; but this is not 


true; "1" may depend upon it, all we did 
not 
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not buy, would be devoured, and there- 
fore we are more humane than the Africans, 
who are cannibals. 


But the ſhort anſwer upon the ſubject 
is, it is our intereſt to continue the trade. 
4 hy down as a principle, that a man has 
a right to do every thing for which he will 
not be hanged. The pale of the law, is 
the line of juſtice. If it is not, What's 
the uſe of laws? Does not every man 
purſue his intereſt among ourſelves, with- 
out any regard to his neighbour Every 
body would own it, if they would ſpeak 
out — How then can the negroes complain, 
if we uſe them as well as ourſelves? —and 
ſo much the more that they are black, 
for we ought never to loſe ſight of that 
That is the ſtrong ground Much ſtronger 
than their being. Cain's children—But 


com- 


-- thamec; For what has been ſaid-—That we 
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complain How can any man? —let us 
only lay our hands upon our hearts, and 
aſk if we ſhould not wiſh the Africans 
to treat us, as we treat them. 


But intereſt is the moſt convincing argu- 
ment, and that is moſt undoubtedly againſt 


need not import more ſlaves from Africa, 
if we would only breed from what we 
have. Now theſe diabolical defenders of 
the».rights of men, and a more damnable 
ſet never diſgraced any country, have de- 
-nonſtrated this by their calculations, and 
they plume themſelves extremely upon it. 
ut don't they know the contrary in their 
hearts? Don't they know that every Inn- 
keeper kills his poſt horſes in three years; 
buys new ones, and thinks it his intereſt 


fo to do? But granting that .it was our 
PT os intereſt 
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intereſt to breed, it would take too much 
trouble; and damn the negroes, ſay I. 


But ſome of your defenders of the rights 
of men, are a great deal worſe than the 
reſt: They ought really not to be ſuffered 
in a free country: They have the im- 
pudence to maintain, that we ought to 
aboliſh the Slave Trade, even if it was 
againſt our intereſt. Good God, to hurt 
ourſelves! To cut up our trade by the very 
roots! And for what? A ſet of blacks— 
a parcel of wretches that have been door? 
to deſtruction from the earlieſt time No- 


the more we oppreſs them the better.. 


When we conſider what theſe blacks 
are, how they are got, how treated, and 
what they do, that they cultivate our lands, 
form the ſtrength of our plantations, and 


conſume 


r 


wg 
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conſume our ſtinking fiſh from Newfcund. 
land, whoever would aboliſh the trade, a; 
I faid before, muſt be an enemy to his 
country, and a friend to the French king, 


It is a melancholy reffection, that in 


this enlightened age, theſe men ſhould have 


found any to ſupport them ; that they 


ſhould have got eighty-eight members in 


the Houſe of Commons, to abet them in 


their machinations—They are the great 


criminals they have ſhewn the country, 


that they neither reſpect things human 


nor divine. 


But we will remember them We will 
reward them at the next election-—Out 
they go, without mercy, and what's more, 
we'll never elect them again. | 


THE END. 
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